Aldeettevetarec rO- ¥
Whiting or Sater ~ Int, 2879

DEPARTIIENT OF THE INTERIGR %2 45

INFORMATION SERVICE

¥
i .

e
{4

FISH A&D VILDLITE SERVICE Vet )

For Release Upon Receipt
RAT SABCTTURS WASTE AMIRICAT RESCURCLS
Subversive elements sabotazing the nation's food supplics and warehouse
stocks of vital materials are the millions of rats harbored by careless or un-
informed farmers and warchousc mancgers, the Figh and Wildlifc Service stated
today.
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Tac thoughtless scattering of grain, failure to place metal sheathing and
guards on corncribs and storciouses, and the piling up of trash wnder or near
buildings are all 'engraved invitations', as far as rats are concemed,” Service
officials warned. "Rets are now moving into buildings for the winter; it is a
trazic waste to harbor and feed them."
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Pats destroy millions of dollars worth of property each year—not only by
cating and spoiling foodstuffs, but also by gnawing through protective wrappings
on stored merchandise, and in setting fires by shart-circuiting electric wires.
A small sum spent in rat-prcofing and rat-cradication is spod insurance agoinst
possible heavy losses.

Leaflets and bodkdlets on rat control may be obtained through State Ixtension

Services at State Collegzes, or tirough the Tish and Wildlife Service, Washington
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